Silent large vegetative mitral-aortic enterococcal endocarditis.
: In spite of the evolution of diagnostic and imaging tools, infective endocarditis still remains a challenging diagnostic problem. We report the case of a 77-year-old heart failure patient with a very large mitral vegetative lesion but without fever or any other clinical or microbiological 'endocarditis criteria' except the echocardiographic findings. In this scenario, the second more likely differential diagnosis was neoformation of the mitral valve but despite an exhaustive preoperative diagnostic cardiac imaging, this hypothesis could not be excluded before surgical excision and microbiological examination of the surgical specimen.